
Adventures in the Caribbean andother stuff, 
like what is good enoughto have fun with?  

de K9RS FRC  12 Mar 2019



Some history
ÅBorn and grew up in Delaware  

ÅWN3KFR then WA3KFR

ÅUniversity of Delaware EE grad

ÅLeft EastCoast for 32 years ςK9RS

ÅReturned 13 years ago

ÅWhile away, I had stations in:
ÅIllinois (twice)

ÅIndiana

ÅNew Mexico

Speakingof NewaŜȄƛŎƻΧ



K9RS QTH 1990-1997 Albuquerque, New Mexico



A Great US Contest location!

Those antennas (and QTH) were good 
enough to winUS Contests:

CW SS - 3 times
Phone SS - 4 times

ARRL RTTY Roundup *
NAQP CW
NAQP SSB

10M Contest *

* Records



K9RS
Perkasie, PA
2006-2012



86 ft tower & 20 ft mast

2 element stack on 40M
50 and 100 ft

and

C31XR stack 20, 15, 10M 
40 and 90 ft

Good start, but what about 80 & 160?



80 Meter Element

Tie

Rope

WIRE 26 ft

ROPE

86 ft tower

50 ft

WIRE 40 ft

66 ft total wire length



160 Meter Element

Rope

WIRE 102 ft

ROPE
Insulators

86 ft tower

100 ft

WIRE 30 ft



With the bent 4 squaresthose antennas 
were good enough to win DX Contests:

ARRL DX CW - 2 times
ARRL DX SSB
CQWW CW
CQWW SSB

WAE - 2 times

multi-op single transmitter 

Not the best but good ŜƴƻǳƎƘΧ



Thenmy wife wanted to 
move to the beach in 

5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΧ

Thatseemed alittle like the
Caribbeanso I was in!



So I had fun in lots of 
locations but, what couldI

do at the beach in 
Delaware?



2013
Move to 
Lewes, 

DE

ÅNo Antenna Location

ÅWhat can Ido with stealth 
antennas?

ÅCan I be happy with wires 
in the woods?

ÅHow competitive can I be?

ÅI like the beach but will I 
enjoy Ham Radio?



Giving it a try at Lewes QTH

ÅBought a strategically located house

ÅClosed June 2013

ÅA fan 40-20-10 dipole

ÅThen put up 4 wires for 80 Meters

ÅAnd an inverted L for 160 Meters

ÅThen moreΧŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ

Å!ƭƭ  ΩƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ

It helpsto pick the right QTH!



K9RS QTH





Air Boss Antenna Launcher

New Antenna Tools



Double braided dacron Feed Post



The 4 square for 80M went up and 
seemed to work pretty well 

{ƻΧ

I decided to try a single band 80M 
effort in 2013 CQ WW CW 



CQWW 
CW 2013

SINGLE OPERATOR ASSISTED

HIGH POWER

3.5 MHz

Top three scores

K9RS/3.......................248,880

N6SS/7.......................207,834

K4JPD........................126,420*

Yфw{κо   сум v{hΩǎ  нт ½ƻƴŜǎ  млф 
Countries

4 Phased wire verticals (4 Square) in 
the woods

*K4JPD - 3 element rotatable 80M 
yagi at 170 feet



Added a 2 element wire beam for 10M

Å5ŀŎǊƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨōƻƻƳΩ

Å5ǊƛǾŜƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏƻƛƭ ƻŦ wDу· ŦƻǊ ΨbalunΩ

ÅDriven element 17ft

ÅReflector 17.5 ft

Å4 ft boom

ÅAbout 40ft high



Band  QSOs  Mults
-------------------
160:      42      40
80:      209      74
40:      440      97
20:      538    104
15:      716    110
10:      858    110

-------------------
Total: 2803     535  Total Score = 4,492,395

ARRL CW DX 2014



Call: K9RS
Class: SOAB HP
Operating Time (hrs):   20 

Summary:   

Band QSOs Zones Countries
160: 35  11 31
80: 226 26 97
40: 339 28 104
20: 213 38 121
15: 326 34 122
10: 419 31 120

Total: 1558 168 595

Total Score 3,396,876

CQWW CW 2014

Missed 5 Band 
DXCC in 20 hours 
by 3 countries
On 80 Meters



ARRL 10 Meter Contest 2014
SO CW Unlimited HP

Call
QSOs Mults

Score Club

KP2Q(K3TEJ) 2486 165 1,640,760 FRC

N9NC 2258 170 1,535,440 YCCC

K9CT 2021 171 1,382,364 SMC

K6LL 2112 161 1,360,128 AOCC

N3RS 1963 171 1,342,692 FRC

K9RS 1973 169 1,333,748 FRC

N4BP 2150 150 1,290,000 FCG

N5FO 2026 159 1,288,536 AOCC

K9RS 6th place finish on CW 
Fixed 2 element wire beam at 40 ft and a Dipole!

http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=7Wa9zNfmqcqm8
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=61a6zEfmmscgL
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=9JaLzkfmmfmmN
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=nOaNz1fmmavi1
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=uXa9zefmmmvaL
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=4waozPfmmcys2
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=UOarzufmmqvg2
http://www.3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=PraTzNfmmisiw


What I learned:

ÅA dipole is a pretty good antenna
ÅTwo element antennas are verygood
Å[ƻǘΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ
ÅThe QTH and antennas were 

good enough to have fun!
evenwithout winning much

!ƎŀƛƴΧLǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻpick the right QTH!



NCJ Article





N6BT Chart



Summer of 2017

ÅThey logged the woods behind me
ÅI went from lots of antennas to none in a few days
ÅLeft 30 or 40 feet of woods behind me
ÅI have 15 ft of woods on my property
ÅPut my antennas into that space
ÅMore plannedwhen they stop working

Antennas 

160 Inverted L
80       2 verticals phased
40       Dipole at 50 ft

20-10   2 elements to Europe and fan dipole

No longer all wires!



K9RS QTH





K9RS QTH



Now I am using 
a 2 Element
Tribanderto

Europe



CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW   2017   Nov 25

Call: K9RS

Class: SOAB(A) HP
QTH: DE
Operating Time (hrs): 24 

Summary:   Compare Scores 
Band QSOs Zones Countries
160: 48      13 38
80: 105 19 81
40: 366 28 115
20: 566 33 121
15: 153 27 98
10: 22 10 13

Total: 1260 130 466

Total Score 2,133,084

Club: Frankford Radio Club



CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW   2018 
Operator(s): AA5B K9RS 
Station: K9RS

Class: M/S HP Added a 2 el 40M inverted V beam at 50 ft

Summary:  
Band QSOs Zones Countries
160: 74 15 58
80: 237 25 89
40: 1000 33 124
20: 1049 32 128
15: 86 21 73
10: 2 2 2
Total:     2448 128 474 Total Score 4,186,308

Comments:   
We were going to operate M/2 at N3AD but due to family commitments we had to scrap that 
and then decided to put up some antennas hung in trees at the K9RS no antenna QTH at the 
beach for a low key M/S.

IŘƛŘƴΩǘshowAA5Bthe antennas until after!



ARRL 160 - Meter Contest 2018

M/S HP
Call QSOs Sect   DX Score Club
W2GD 1669 81 62 634,349FRC
NØNI 1630 82 47 505,938IaDXCC
N1LN 1506 81 51 485,100PVRC
W5MX 1398 80 45 409,750KCG
W3UA 1232 79 53 404,844YCCC
K9CT 1409 81 45 401,184SMC
W4MYA(@W4DR) 1164 77 51 384,768CenVirgCC
KC1XX 1029 80 58 381,018YCCC
K9RS 1228 79 47 368,424FRC
NA7TB 1264 82 39 356,708AOCC

Inverted Land4 Bogs

https://www.3830scores.com/listeditions.php?arg=6Wcga5zWisci7


Now Back to the REAL Caribbean!



Multi/Single Results

#1   ZF2HM  7,408,004 7858 314

opsAA5B,K9RS

#2   ZF2GW  7,292,907 8023 302

opsAE4H,KB2SG,KZ2E,N2PP,W2HPF

My First Caribbean Effort! 1984 ARRL DX SSB

Trap vertical and a wire in palm trees



It does help to put antennas in a good location

VP5B/VP5K QTH



Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΣ ōŜ 
competitive or even win

from ZF and VP5 

ZF
ARRL CW - 4 wins
ARRLSSB- 1 win

VP5
ARRLCW- 1 second

ARRL SSB - 1 win
10M - 2 wins

Modest Antennas 
Better but still modest



4 Aruba Operations





2014
CQ WW SSB 

P40S

N3DXX
K4ISV
K9RS

Multi -operator
Single transmitter

/ƻƻƪΩǎ wŀŘƛƻ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ςP49V



P49V has antennas









мулΦр v{hΩǎ ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊ

CQ WW DX 2014

Got beat up pretty good but still fun!



ÅN3DXX
ÅK9RS

2015 

ARRL 10M

P40S

Back to Aruba 2.0



10 Meter Contest Records
Previously Held this record 1999 - 2013

VP5B 3,673,930 4,188 295 VP5 1999 K9DX K9RS

VP5K 4,091,778 4,655 309 VP5 2000 AA5B K9DX 
K9RS

ZW5B 4,159,652 3,571 371 PY 2013 (PY2YU, 
PY2KC, 
PP5XX, 
PY5EG 

14 year record



ARRL 10 Meter  Contest 2015

ÅAll TH7 antennas were arcing or totally broken
ÅUsed fiberglass fishing poles to make monoband driven elements 
ÅBottom two TH7 antennas replaced the bad driven elements
ÅHoped simpler parasitic elements were still working
ÅWorked contest with 2 fixed yagis, one at Europe and one at US at 30 ft

¢IтΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ



ÅAA5B
ÅAA7V
ÅN3DXX
ÅK9RS
ÅK2LE 

2018 

ARRL CW

P40E

Back to Aruba again 3.0

Delaware
Connection



1990 ARRL 
DX CW

ZF2KE

K9DX
K9HMB
K9RS



Year Call Score v{hΩǎ Mults OPs

1990 ZF2KE * 5,989,590 6,041 330
K9DX, 

K9HMB, 
K9RS

2004 VP5K 5,900,688 5,652 348
AG9A,
K9RS

2010 P40L * 6,395,118 6,195 346
W6LD, 
W0YK

ARRL DX Scores

* Records

20 year record



New Bencher Skyhawk Tri-banders ςMuch Better!



Now using K3 Radios

Much better for copying
when lots are calling! 


